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Tour Summary 
 

Day one started early and we were soon negotiating our way through early morning Marrakech traffic 

heading for the high Atlas, where despite the date, snow was still clinging to some of the highest peaks. 

Our first stop was at Ait Ourir on Oued Zat, where we had our first introduction to Moroccan birds. 

This wasn’t our intended destination, owing to a bit of confusion over names, but in the end, it turned 

out for the best as our intended location – the bridge at Ourika – was very busy with excavators 

extracting gravel from the river bed. The most surprising bird here was an immature male Common 

Crossbill, which flew in very briefly and which 

was well away from any conifers. The river held a 

couple of Little Ringed Plovers and both Grey 

and Yellow Wagtails (the latter of the iberiae 

race). Nightingales were singing heartily and we 

managed to coax one into view, albeit briefly, and 

we also saw our first singing Western Olivaceous 

Warbler. A Cirl Bunting was heard singing whilst 

the first of many House Buntings put in an 

appearance. Time was moving on and I was keen 

to head towards the ski resort of Oukaiimeden, 

which nestles at 2,600 metres in the High Atlas, 

but first, we had to head towards Ourika, and en 

route we saw our only Little Owl of the trip. 

 

Our first stop on the climb upwards produced a pair of Barbary Partridge, our first north-west African 

endemic in the form of a stunning male Moussier’s Redstart and a fine, male Cirl Bunting. A puncture 

caused a short delay but the time was not wasted, as we found half a dozen Red-rumped Swallows, our 

first African Blue Tit and a Wood Warbler, whilst a quickly disappearing Hawfinch was the first of a 

few leader-only birds early in the trip. A not so random stop (though it looked like it) eventually 

produced the hoped-for Levaillant’s Woodpecker, with a female showing well in the end. Two perched 

Common Cuckoos were well received, especially as they proved to be the only ones of the trip. After a 

brief coffee stop at the newly-opened and very nice Aurocher Hotel, we continued to gain altitude, 

picking up a pair of pale-phase Booted Eagles, together with a flock of Red-billed Choughs and then 

shortly before we reached our destination, a stop 

at our usual place produced the expected Mistle 

Thrush, a singing Short-toed Treecreeper and 

three delightful Firecrests.  

 

Further up the valley, a White-throated Dipper 

gave itself up, along with three Rock Sparrows 

before we reached the ski resort. As we drove 

towards our lunch stop, we noticed a large flock 

of Choughs, but we carried on, intending to 

revisit the Chough flock later. For whatever 

reason, something told me to set the scope up on 

the flock of Choughs and from a distance, we 

had views of a pair of Yellow-billed Choughs 

Little Ringed Plover by Markus Lilje 

Little Owl by Adam Riley 
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whilst we waited for the first of many tajines to be delivered. After a tasty lunch, it was time to search 

for the hard (at this time of year) high-altitude species, so we drove up to the top car park and then set 

off walking up the valley. First to fall was Seebohm’s Wheatear, the North African form of Northern 

Wheatear – and we eventually saw four males, 

then it was the turn of Horned Lark to perform – 

which one did admirably whilst a second bird 

joined it briefly. A local told us that he had seen 

three of the “Red-winged Finches” in the car park 

just an hour earlier, so we retraced our steps, 

picking up a hovering Short-toed Eagle on the 

way and were soon looking at two males and a 

female Crimson-winged Finch feeding in some 

rubbish.  

 

Black and Moussier’s Redstarts were also in the 

area and having scored the three expected 

species, it was time to try for the more unlikely, 

with the first being an attempt for Ring Ouzel. No luck there, but we did find two distant Golden 

Eagles being mobbed by a Northern Raven, the first time that there has been a multiple sighting of this 

species for us in Morocco. We had scope views of a perched Long-legged Buzzard and also a superb 

male Blue Rock Thrush. Next up was an attempt for Alpine Accentor at our usual site for them, but as I 

expected, none were to be found. It was getting late, so we decided to go and get better looks at the 

Chough flock, which should not have been a problem except that there was a football match taking 

place where they had been feeding! Good job I had that hunch to take a scope view whilst waiting for 

our food, otherwise we would have missed Yellow-billed Chough.  

 

We set off down the mountain, but having had a conversation with a couple of Swiss bird 

photographers, I saw a patch of habitat that I thought looked perfect for Tristram’s Warbler. It was, and 

soon we were having close up views of a lovely male singing just feet from us, thanks for the tip off 

guys. A Rock Bunting also showed there and then we set off to our hotel in the Ourika valley. After 

dinner, we tried for the hopefully soon-to-be-split “Maghreb” Tawny Owl, but there was no sign of it, 

so we retired to bed following a very successful first day. 

 

Day two was always going to be a travel day, as 

we moved to the coast at Agadir via Tiz-n-Test. 

First off, we tried the bridge at Ourika, but it was 

market day so we quickly sacked that idea and 

continued on our way. Red-rumped Swallows 

were regularly seen and we found the first of 

quite a few Woodchat Shrikes. Our first 

scheduled stop was at Ouirgane, where we had 

good views of a male Great-spotted Woodpecker 

whilst Nightingales and Western Olivaceous 

Warblers were singing away. Walking away from 

the road proved successful, at least in part, as we 

found a perched male Common Crossbill, 

followed by a very cooperative pair of 

Horned Lark by Adam Riley 

Golden Eagle by Markus Lilje 
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Hawfinches, the principal target bird here, and thankfully they stayed long enough for Ken to see them, 

who had wandered off upstream. On our way back to the car, a green shape on the opposite side of the 

river in the area from where a Greenfinch was calling prompted the setting up of the scope. The green 

wasn’t a bird at all, but a fine specimen of Common Chameleon, the first I have seen in Morocco.  

 

Our journey up the pass produced a number of 

species, including Woodchat Shrikes, a heard 

Levaillant’s Woodpecker, Black Wheatears 

and Rock Bunting, but we all agreed that the 

highlight was the sighting of an Egyptian 

Mongoose, which is only the second or third I 

have seen in Morocco. We were having a good 

morning, for a travel day, and it got better 

when we arrived at the 11
th

-century Tinmal 

Mosque, one of only a couple that westerners 

are permitted to enter in Morocco, and found 

about four richly-coloured Rollers. We also 

had a dark-phase Booted Eagle there, together 

with our first Thekla Larks of the trip. 

Travelling further up the pass, we found a 

Long-legged Buzzard and then just before our lunch stop, we stopped to take photos of the pass below. 

Photos were not the only reason for stopping at this location, for, on my last tour here, this was where 

we finally (after ten or more tours) found the mythical (in my eyes) Barbary Sheep.  

 

Surely lightning would not strike twice, but following a comment from Ken, I set the scope on the 

distant ridge and started to scan. Almost immediately I couldn’t believe my eyes, for there, on a craggy 

outcrop, was the unmistakable shape of a Barbary Sheep or Aoudad (to give it its local name). In fact, 

there were four along the ridge and perhaps now this nemesis has been exorcised. We’d pre-ordered 

lunch from the Belle Vue Restaurant, where we sat outside overlooking the Souss Valley a couple of 

thousand metres below us as we devoured Berber tajines.  

 

Our journey down into the valley was uneventful, in fact, even the tree-climbing Goats that we 

sometimes encounter were missing and indeed, the only bird of note was a pale-phase Booted Eagle. 

The day turned out to be the hottest of the trip, with the car thermometer recording 40°C, not what you 

need when you find that the air con is not 

functioning. Undeterred, we continued on our way 

to our destination, the Souss Estuary, a site that our 

driver, Abdul, had never been to before, but one 

which can be very productive. And so it was, with 

our first stop producing a nice selection of terns, 

including a Lesser Crested, a Caspian, 15 Little, 2 

Common and over a hundred Gull-billed Terns 

amongst the more expected Sandwich Terns. Good 

numbers of gulls were also in evidence, with 10 

Slender-billed and 8 Audouin’s amongst larger 

numbers of Yellow-legged, Lesser Black-backed 

and Black-headed. Quite a few waders (shorebirds) 

Hawfinch by Adam Riley 

Caspian Tern by Markus Lilje 
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were in evidence, including two distant Pied Avocets, and a flock of 30 Black-tailed Godwits that also 

held a Ruff; whilst adding a splash of colour, a pair of Eurasian Bee-eaters flew over.  

 

We moved on to the car park and then set off 

walking to the pools near the beach which is, 

unfortunately, rather close to the king’s palace. 

Being mindful of our proximity to the palace and 

the likely attention from police officers on either 

horseback or quad bikes, we quickly scoped the 

pools, almost immediately finding our quarry, 

Marbled Duck, of which ten were present. A 

healthy selection of waders included two pairs of 

Stone Curlew, two more Pied Avocets, thirty or 

more Black-winged Stilts, a number of Common 

Greenshanks (with a Spotted Redshank heard 

calling), quite a few Curlew Sandpipers – 

including one or two in their brick-red summer 

plumage, and five Collared Pratincoles. Returning to the estuary, we added 17 Oystercatchers, Bar-

tailed Godwits, Kentish Plovers and a Little Stint, whilst larger wading birds included sixty Greater 

Flamingos and over 150 Eurasian Spoonbills. Passerines were not to be left out, with Woodchat Shrike, 

Moroccan Wagtails, Northern Wheatear and Zitting Cisticola; and birds of prey were not left out either, 

with a distant Osprey being found on top of a radio mast. All in all, for a travel day, it was not a bad 

return for our efforts. 

 

Day three saw us visit one of my favourite birding destinations in Morocco, Oued Massa. On our way 

in, we found our first stunning male Black-eared Wheatear; and at our first stop at a rise overlooking 

the river, we found the bushes alive with warblers, mainly Willow, Bonelli’s and Sardinian, but also 

including Western Olivaceous, European Reed and Cetti’s. In the distance, there was a large flock of 

Glossy Ibis, Moussier’s Redstarts were flitting about and we saw several Pied Flycatchers, including 

three dapper black and white males. It was warbler heaven, but we had to move on. Before we did, we 

notched up European Stonechat, our first Rufous Scrub Robin, Spotted Flycatcher and Common 

Whitethroat, as well as a male Cirl Bunting. We arrived at the car park slightly later than anticipated, 

but that was no surprise given how birdy our first stop had been.  

 

It’s about a mile from the car park to the beach 

where I was hoping for a specific species, which if 

scored, would free up the rest of the day nicely. 

On the way, a blast from the iPod produced one of 

the target birds in the form of a Black-crowned 

Tchagra, which performed well before flying off 

to join a second. Corn Buntings were giving their 

jingling song as we passed; a couple of Tree Pipits 

flew over calling but remained unseen, as did one 

or more European Bee-eaters. In the distance, we 

picked up our only Purple Heron of the tour. An 

adult Peregrine flew over, a male Whinchat only 

remained long enough for it to be identified and 

Pied Avocets by Markus Lilje 

Spotted Flycatcher by Adam Riley 
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remained a leader-only bird. The large flock of Glossy Ibis flew in and numbered 80, and nearer to the 

estuary mouth, a selection of waders included Ringed and Kentish Plovers, Greenshank, several Dunlin 

and a couple of Black-tailed Godwits. Then, in the distance, we spied our target birds: five of the 

critically endangered Northern Bald Ibis, on the distant seashore. Result – which was a term to be 

frequently uttered by yours truly as each target bird or surprise was bagged – for this meant that we 

could re-plan our day as we no longer had to travel 

north, through the bustling streets of Agadir to the 

vicinity of the breeding colony near Tamri, which 

is a good hour north of Agadir. Our birding could 

become more leisurely, and we could indulge in a 

slightly longer lunch. Having satisfied ourselves 

with the views of the Ibis, we wandered back to the 

car to find that in our absence, Abdul had got the 

air-con fixed. On the way back, we had scoped a 

fine male Greenfinch and found two Western 

Orphean Warblers, the latter being the only ones 

we saw on the tour. As we drove out, an abrupt halt 

allowed us views of a soaring female Montagu’s 

Harrier. 

 

An almost two-hour lunch was taken at the lovely Paradise Berber restaurant, which we voted the best 

of the tour, after which we visited the upper section of the Oued Massa, hoping to find Plain Martin, 

which eluded us. In fact, there wasn’t much there at all apart from a female Mallard with a brood of 

four ducklings, a flyover Hoopoe (missed by Ken) and brief Black-crowned Tchagra and Whinchat, 

both of which were leader-only birds. As we had scored the Bald Ibis, we decided to return to Oued 

Souss for a more leisurely search of the waders, gulls and terns there. Our first stop produced 150 

Greater Flamingos and a few Eurasian Spoonbills, but the light was terrible and the views of the waders 

were distant, so we moved to the car park further downstream. Here the waders were similar to the 

previous day, but six fly-over Red Knots were new, and three Bar-tailed Godwits showed well.  

 

Amongst the tern flock, we found two Caspian Terns, five Common Terns and most important of all: 

an adult Arctic Tern, which is a rare passage migrant in Morocco. 29 Slender-billed Gulls flew 

downstream, becoming the largest ever count for RBL in Morocco, and a first winter Mediterranean 

Gull that flew upstream was a leader-only bird. A Great White Egret, a national rarity until 2012, also 

flew upstream; where, in the distance, we could 

see five European Bee-eaters hawking insects off 

the wires, whilst the Osprey carried a fish back to 

its favoured radio mast. We could have stayed 

longer but in view of the long drive the following 

day, we called it a day just before seven and 

returned to our hotel. Half way through the tour 

and we had already logged an impressive 148 

species, which was a great start. 

 

Day four was a long travel day, as we moved from 

the coast to Boumalne du Dades, our base for the 

next two nights. The soon-to-be-split Maghreb 

Female Montagu’s Harrier by Markus Lilje 

Slender-billed Gull by Adam Riley 
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Magpie and Spotless Starlings were the most frequent birds on the way out of Agadir, along with 

overhead Pallid and Little Swifts; whilst a stop to check out a shrike (which turned out to be a 

Woodchat) allowed us perched views of a pale-phase Booted Eagle. Another roadside stop produced 

scope views of our first Southern Grey Shrike, a catch up for Ken and Chris in the form of a Whinchat 

and several flocks of Spanish Sparrow. A coffee break at Auberge Saffron allowed us to buy the 

expensive product at a very good price and then 

several more roadside stops allowed us views of a 

pale-phase Booted Eagle, a Long-legged Buzzard 

and a soaring Peregrine. Stops, later on, gave us 

our first Greater short-toed Larks, Red-rumped 

Wheatear and Trumpeter Finches. Needless to 

say, our roadside stops meant a later-than-

intended arrival at the Kasbah restaurant, where 

we took lunch over-looking the UNESCO-

protected Kasbah whilst repeatedly checking out 

the local Kestrels in a vain attempt to find a 

Lesser Kestrel, a species that was to elude us 

throughout the tour.  

 

Very quick service meant that we were still down on the shore of Barrage El Mansoor Eddahbi by 3pm, 

but the water was very low and we had to walk a fair way to get to the shoreline. On the way out, we 

picked up good numbers of Iberian Yellow Wagtails, three Northern Wheatears and a Woodchat 

Shrike; whilst Crested Larks were all around us. I found a very distant Whiskered Tern but as we 

moved forward to get a tickable view, all the waders (30 Black-winged Stilts, a Pied Avocet and 15 

Greenshank) took to the air in a state of panic, and it was soon clear that the culprit was an adult 

Peregrine in attack-mode. With everything now gone, there was nothing for us but to walk even further, 

crossing a fetid stream with soft mud to an area where there was a mixed flock of small waders, 

including mainly Little Stints (150) but with a single Curlew Sandpiper, Dunlin and Sanderling as a bit 

of variety. Out on a distant sandbar, a female Marsh Harrier was hunkered down against the strong 

wind, as were 100 or more Ruddy Shelducks, but the wind did not bother the 20 or so Greater 

Flamingos that were also present. A Moroccan Wagtail was also present and as we headed back to our 

rendezvous point, we flushed no less than nine 

Wood Sandpipers from the foul-smelling stream. 

With a two-hour drive ahead of us, we intended no 

more impromptu stops, that was until a pair of 

Cream-coloured Coursers flew across the front of 

the car, cue another sharp coming to rest, we had 

great views of this exquisite species.  

 

Day five, and the highlight of the birding day was a 

visit to the famous Tagdilt Track, synonymous 

with Moroccan birding since the seventies. 

Unfortunately, before we could visit the stony plain 

in search of truer desert species, we had to visit the 

town dump in search of the nomadic Black Lark, 

which is primarily a winter visitor there. But if you don’t try, you don’t get, and no bird tour would be 

complete without a visit to a dump and sewage works, would it! As we drove towards the plastic bag-

Whinchat by Markus Lilje 

Cream-coloured Courser by Clayton Burne 
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strewn dump inhabited by huge, ferocious-looking hounds that fortunately kept their distance, we 

found a female Montagu’s Harrier and then around the dump itself, we came across our first delightful 

Temminck’s Horned Larks – which is a paler version of Horned Lark, several each of Red-rumped and 

Desert Wheatears and a few Thekla Larks. A Long-legged Buzzard perched up but didn’t allow a close 

approach for a photo and it soon became apparent 

that Greater Short-toed Larks were on the move, 

with a total of five parties, numbering 51, moving 

north-west, we never did see this species on the 

ground. On our way back to the main road, an 

interesting bird in front of us turned out to be the 

only Tawny Pipit of the trip, which was a ‘result’ 

bird.     

 

We relocated a nicer (if that term can really be 

applied to a flat, featureless, stony desert plain) 

area, where we quickly discovered our first pair 

of Greater Hoopoe Larks, which performed 

brilliantly just yards away from our vehicle. 

Cream-coloured Coursers seemed to be everywhere and we logged at least 25 during the day, many of 

which were very close to the car, allowing for great views. Then a slight movement to our left caught 

our eye and there was a very pale sandy coloured lark with a dark tail bar. Now this was an unexpected 

discovery, because although I have previously seen Bar-tailed Lark on the Tagdilt Track, it is a very 

infrequent visitor, as it prefers sandier desert. However, this definitely was one and indeed, we went on 

to find two more. The rest of the morning was spent in a fruitless search for Black-bellied Sandgrouse 

and as lunchtime was approaching, we had to call it a day and move on; but even as we moved slowly 

off the track, we saw more Greater Hoopoe Larks (including a displaying bird), Temminck’s Horned 

Larks, Desert Wheatears and, of course, Cream-coloured Coursers. 

 

We lunched on the shaded patio of Restaurant Inass Welcome at the foot of the Todra Gorge and 

decided that the rest of the day was to be given over to more ‘touristy’ activity, like enjoying the 

scenery, with no more stops – Yeah, like that was going to happen! Well, actually, it did, for after 

lunch, our next stop was at the impressive, narrow Todra Gorge, with its towering cliffs, which even 

had a few climbers on them and a fast flowing stream which arises from a spring within the gorge. We 

walked through the gorge, marvelling at the old 

houses nestled under seriously dangerous-looking 

overhanging rocks, where we scored great looks 

at a Blue Rock Thrush, a Grey Wagtail, a few 

Crag Martins and proper Rock Doves. I had two 

targets beyond the gorge, neither of which I was 

optimistic about – given the time of our arrival in 

the mid-afternoon – but that was one of the 

reasons the gorge was featured on the itinerary, so 

we gave it a go.  

 

Taking some steps up to our left, we followed a 

steep trail, making way for a heavily-laden pony 

escorted by a local lady, playing the song of a 

Thekla Lark by Markus Lilje 

Blue Rock Thrush by Markus Lilje 
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desert lark as we went. Nothing responded, so we went a bit further and in the distance, a bird could be 

heard singing faintly. It was some distance away, so we moved closer and with a bit of patience, the 

bird came in and showed really well, the experience being highly rated by both Ken and Chris. Another 

‘result’ moment, which was quickly followed by another: as I scanned the distant ridges, I picked up a 

soaring adult Bonelli’s Eagle. Okay, so this is a regular site for this species, but it was still nice to get it 

on the list, especially as I have yet to miss this species on a Morocco tour (well, that’ll have given my 

luck the kiss of death!). But then, whilst watching this bird, I picked up another hoped-for species, an 

Alpine Swift, which unfortunately disappeared before Ken could pick it up, though to be fair, it was 

distant and kept disappearing in front of the towering cliff face. Birding over, it was time to relocate to 

our next scenic destination, the Dades Gorge, 

where at the top, we enjoyed the view over a cup 

of weird tasting coffee whilst looking down on 

Crag Martins flying by at arm’s length. Black 

Wheatears and male Blue Rock Thrush were 

picked up on the way down, and then another 

abrupt stop was called for as a lone raptor turned 

out to be a migrating Black Kite, rather 

inexplicably the first we had seen on the tour. 

And that was it, we’d finished for the day, so we 

returned to our hotel where upon alighting from 

the vehicle, we were confronted with a flock of 

18 Black Kites, which were dropping down in the 

face of a menacingly dark cloud. 

 

This tour was put together with flexibility in mind, thus seeing the Northern bald Ibis at Oued Massa 

freed up the rest of that day. So did doing both the gorges in one afternoon, treating the visits as sight-

seeing visits rather than birding visits. This meant that our final day could be leisurely, and having been 

given a couple of options, we decided that Barrage El Mansoor Eddahbi was the site that was most 

likely to deliver new birds for the tour, which had already surpassed expectations. Ken had a couple of 

targets that he wanted better views of, one of which was Nightingale, so whilst they undertook a bit of 

retail therapy in the Valle du Roses, I took the opportunity to lure a singing bird into view and boy did 

it give a great view as it sat right out in the open, singing it’s heart out for several minutes, incredible 

views for a generally skulking species. Another species that we need better views of was Bee-eater, and 

that was taken care of as soon as we arrived at 

the Barrage. Okay, so they weren’t Euro bee-

eaters, but the pair of Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters 

more than compensated, and boy did they give 

exceptional views.  

 

On the way to our destination, we also saw 

several Northern Wheatears, a female Desert 

Wheatear and a perched Whinchat. We walked 

to the shore but there was little change from 36 

hours earlier, with the usual Greater Flamingos, 

Ruddy Shelduck and 125 Coot. All the waders 

were distant, apart from the three species of 

Charadrius plover and a loose flock of 22 

Alpine Swift by Adam Riley 

Blue-cheeked Bee-eater by Adam Riley 
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Common Sandpipers, so we started to walk in the opposite direction towards the far-off Calidris wader 

flock. An explosive “speeez” call indicated the presence of a Red-throated Pipit and we soon found 

two, including one sporting a nice, clean, brick-red throat. Another pipit flew up and landed a short 

way away and a quick look at that ensured that it was identified as a Tree Pipit, another of the birds 

that we needed better views of. Moroccan Wagtails 

were also showing well, it was so much easier at 

this time of the year to find this species, earlier you 

have to look a literally hundreds of White Wagtails 

to find one.  

 

Unfortunately, time was getting the better of us and 

we never did make it to the distant shoreline. We 

turned round and once across the putrid stream, we 

walked along the side of it. Cue another ‘result’ 

moment, for through the bins, on the opposite side 

of the water, was a tiny wader that caught my 

attention. A quick look through the scope, and 

Temminck’s Stint was the final addition to our 

rather larger-than-anticipated list. In fact, it was a second bird, whose legs were less muddy than the 

first, that made it easier to identify; and as we walked further along the stream, three Wood Sandpipers 

took off, giving their characteristic “siff-siff-siff” call. As we approached the vehicle, we came to the 

conclusion that there were, in fact, two pairs of Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters and another (or one of the 

earlier two) Temminck’s Stint flew over, giving its distinct “trrrrt” call. And that was it, scheduled 

birding over, for we had decided that we didn’t need to bird the woodland at Toufliht as we had seen all 

the woodland species likely to be encountered there.  

 

We headed for lunch, taking it at a new restaurant for me, Café Taourira, on the way up to Tiz-n-

Tichka, where Ken and I tried the Kofta tajine, which was new for Ken, and was very nice. We then 

made our way up the pass, with just one stop to look at a soaring Long-legged Buzzard before stopping 

at the top (at 2,260 metres) for a few more scenic photos. On the way down the other side towards 

Toufliht, we stopped twice more for our final looks at Long-legged Buzzard and Peregrine and during 

both stops, we could hear the ever-present singing of Nightingales and Western Olivaceous Warblers. 

Toufliht was intended to be just a coffee stop, but you know what? Birders have ears, and almost 

immediately I picked up the call of a Common 

Crossbill. I turned to tell Ken only to find that 

he’d disappeared (again!) but I and Chris had a 

great look at a female Common Crossbill before 

it flew off and Ken returned. The bird continued 

to fly around, calling high in the clouds but he 

never did see it. Also in the vicinity, we heard a 

drumming Great-spotted Woodpecker, calling 

Levaillant’s Woodpecker and a singing Coal Tit. 

So much for it being “just” a coffee stop. And 

that really was it, our final activity was a quick 

call at a ladies commune that processes the 

Argan nut, and after a demonstration of how the 

oil is prepared, it was time for more retail 

Tree Pipit by Adam Riley 

Long-legged Buzzard by Adam Riley 
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therapy whilst I listened to a singing Cirl Bunting outside.  

 

And so the tour came to a reluctant end. I had 

reservations about being able to deliver a 

comprehensive tour over such as short period of 

time; but with a flexible approach, we did 

remarkably well, not only recording 170 species of 

bird, plus a couple of very good mammals and herps, 

but we also took in the High Atlas, two high 

mountain passes, two estuaries, a desert plain, two 

beautiful gorges, an 11
th

-century mosque and we ate 

some great local food to boot. All in all: a very 

successful and thoroughly enjoyable tour. Great 

company and great birds, pity it had to end, but hey, 

there’s always another time.        
   

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Annotated List of Birds Recorded 
170 species (4 heard or leader-only) 
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows the IOC checklist 7.2 amended 22nd April 2017. Please cite: Gill, 

F. and M. Wright. 2006. Birds of the World: Recommended English Names. Princeton NJ: Princeton 

University Press.  

 

Swans, Geese & Ducks Anatidae 

Ruddy Shelduck      Tadorna ferruginea 

Only seen at Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi near Ouarzazate, where we counted 100 birds on our first 

visit and 150 on our second. 

Mallard       Anas platyrhynchos 

Recorded on four dates during the tour with low numbers at Oued Souss and Oued Massa and a peak 

count of 40 at Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi on our last visit. 

Marbled Duck     Marmaronetta augustirostris 

This target species was a bit of a worry for in the last couple of years this species has become a little 

difficult to find due to low water levels although we were to visit three sites where it occurs regularly. 

It was still a relief to find ten at Oued Souss as we ‘scoped the Palace pools from a distance. We only 

found out the true number when something disturbed the pools and sixty were seen in flight. 
 

Pheasants & Quails Phasianidae 

Barbary Partridge      Alectoris barbara 

We flushed a pair at the bottom of the road to Oukaiimeden. 
 

Grebes Podicipedidae 

Cirl Bunting by Adam Riley 
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Little Grebe       Tachybaptus ruficollis 

One was seen on our two visits to Oued Souss and another was seen on our two visits to barrage el 

Mansoor Eddahbi. 

Great Crested Grebe    Podiceps cristatus 

We saw one distant and one close pair at Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi on our first visit. 

 

Flamingos Phoenicopteridae 

Greater Flamingo      Phoenicopterus ruber 

60 were found on our first visit to Oued Souss with 150 on our second visit, mainly immature birds and 

a further 25 were seen on both visits to Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi. 

 

Storks Ciconiidae 

White Stork       Ciconia ciconia 

Recorded daily on the tour with up to 12 a day noted, seen at many sites whilst driving. 

 

Ibises & Spoonbills Threskiornithidae 

Northern Bald Ibis     Geronticus eremita 

A group of five did us a big favour by being present on the beach at Oued Massa for it saved the long 

trek to just north of Tamri where the other colony is. 

Glossy Ibis       Plegadis falcinellus 

A single bird flew over Oued Souss on our first visit and there was an impressive flock of 80, mainly 

immature birds at Oued Massa. 

Eurasian Spoonbill      Platalea leucorodia 

A very impressive count in excess of 150 was made at Oued Souss on our first visit with smaller 

numbers on our second visit. 

 

Herons, Egrets & Bitterns Ardeidae 

Western Cattle Egret    Bubulcus ibis 

Recorded daily on the tour with up to 40 a day and a colony holding 25 birds in Valle du Roses. 
NOTE: This group may be split into 2 species, the nominate Common Cattle Egret (which is what we recorded in Morocco) and 

the Asian / Australasian Eastern Cattle Egret E. coromanda. This split is as yet not recognized by Clements. 

Grey Heron       Ardea cinerea 

Recorded on four dates during the tour with the highest count made at Oued Souss where we had 30 on 

our second visit. Otherwise, up to four noted at Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi. 

Purple Heron      Ardea purpurea 

The only one we saw was a distant immature that we ‘scoped at Oued Souss. 

Great Egret       Ardea cinerea 
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This former national rarity (taken on the Moroccan rarity list in 2012) was seen at Oued Souss where 

we saw two on our first visit and one the following day. 

Little Egret      Egretta garzetta 

30 were seen at Oued Souss on our first visit with 20 there the following day. 

 

Cormorants & Shags Phalacrocoracidae 

Great Cormorant      Phalacrocorax carbo  

Recorded on four dates during the tour with ten at Oued Souss on our first visit being the highest count. 

Two White-breasted Cormorants were seen at Oued Massa. 

 

Ospreys Pandionidae 

Western Osprey      Pandion haliaetus 

One was seen on both our visits to Oued Souss, on the second occasion it was seen carrying a large fish 

back to its favoured radio mast. 
Note. IOC splits Osprey into two species Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus, which we saw and Eastern Osprey Pandion cristatus. 

This split is as yet not recognised by Clements. 

 

Hawks, Kites, Eagles & Vultures Accipitridae  

Short-toed Snake Eagle     Circaetus gallicus 

We had great looks at a bird hovering high over Oukaiimeden. 

Booted Eagle       Hieraaetus pennatus 

We had great looks at a pair as we travelled up to Oukaiimeden and these were followed by a dark bird 

at Tinmal Mosque, a pale bird as we approached Taroudant, a pale bird as we approached Auberge 

Saffron with a dark bird after we left Auberge Saffron. 

Golden Eagle      Aquila chrysaetos 

A bit of a surprise was a first-year bird seen distantly from our (absent) Ring Ouzel watchpoint that was 

joined by an adult that was being mobbed by a Northern Raven. This is the first multiple record of this 

species for an RBL tour. 

Bonelli’s Eagle      Aquila fasciata 

True to form we found a soaring adult above Todra Gorge. Although we have seen this species at a 

number of sites (about eight from memory) it’s always good to get it on the list to maintain its 100% 

status.  

Western Marsh-Harrier     Circus aeruginosus 

This species was remarkably scarce compared to our early spring with just one sighting, of a female at 

Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi near Ouarzazate.  

Montagu’s Marsh-Harrier     Circus pygargus 

This species was seen twice on the tour, the first was a female high over Oued Massa and the second 

was a female low over the Tagdilt Track. I have to say I expected to see more at this time of year. 
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Black Kite      Milvus migrans 

We really struggled to find this species and I assumed that they had all gone through as they are a 

reasonably early migrant in Morocco. It was, therefore, a relief that a bird seen at the lower end of the 

Dades Gorge, which prompted an emergency stop, turned out to be this species. We needn’t have 

worried for as we arrived at our hotel a flock of 18 flew over. 

Long-legged Buzzard     Buteo rufinus 

Given where our route took us we did reasonably well for this species with singles at Oukaiimeden, 

Tiz-n-Test, beyond Taliouine, on the Tagdilt Track with two as we travelled up Tiz-n-Tichka. A couple 

of the birds were ‘scoped. 
 

Rails, Gallinules & Coots Rallidae 

Common Moorhen      Gallinula chloropus 

Having once inexplicably missed this previously 100% bird I made sure we saw two in the upper 

section of Oued Massa. 

Eurasian Coot      Fulica atra 

125 were counted on both our visits to Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi. 
   

Stone-Curlews, Thick-knees Burhinidae 

Eurasian Stone-curlew    Burhinus oedicnemus 

Another bird that I thought might be difficult but no we managed to find two pairs at Oued Souss, one 

of which allowed great ‘scope views. We saw one there the following day too. 

 

Oystercatchers Haematopodidae 

Eurasian Oystercatcher     Haematopus ostralegus 

17 were seen at Oued Souss on both our visits and another was at Oued Massa, though we won’t go 

into that one! 
 

Stilts & Avocets Recurvirostridae 

Black-winged Stilt      Himantopus himantopus 

We found 30 at Oued Souss during first visit with most at the Palace Pools with one there the following 

day whilst at Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi we saw up to 35 on both our visits. 

Pied Avocet      Recurvirostra avosetta 

Four on our first visit to Oued Souss with six there the following day plus a single at Barrage el 

Mansoor Eddahbi on our first visit. 
 

Plovers & Lapwings Charadriidae 

Black-bellied (Grey) Plover     Pluvialis squatarola 

50 on our first visit to Oued Souss, with 80 on our second - some of which were coming into their 

smart summer plumage. 
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Common Ringed Plover     Charadrius hiaticula 

50 on our first visit to Oued Souss with 100 on our second whilst we also logged up to ten on both our 

visits to Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi. 

Little Ringed Plover      Charadrius dubius 

Our first were three at Ait Ourir after which we saw up to ten on our two visits to Barrage el Mansoor 

Eddahbi. 

Kentish Plover      Charadrius alexandrinus 

Five were seen on our first visit to Oued Souss with ten on our second, followed by six on our first visit 

to Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi with ten on our second. 
 

Sandpipers & Allies Scolopacidae 

Black-tailed Godwit     Limosa limosa 

A flock of 30 was seen at Oued Souss on our first visit but only one could be found the following day 

although that day we also saw another at Oued Massa.  

Bar-tailed Godwit     Limosa lapponica 

Two were seen on our first visit to Oued Souss with four there the following day. 

Eurasian Curlew      Numenius arquata 

Two were seen at Oued Souss on our first visit with three the following day. 

Spotted Redshank      Tringa erythropus 

One heard calling at the Palace Pools at Oued Souss was a leader only bird. 

Common Redshank      Tringa totanus 

One was a leader only bird at the Palace Polls at Oued Souss. 

Common Greenshank     Tringa nebularia 

Ten were seen at Oued Souss on our first visit with four present on our second visit whilst c15 at 

Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi were a leader only sighting as they were flushed by a Peregrine before 

anyone else could get onto them.  

Wood Sandpiper      Tringa glareola 

We saw nine on our first visit to Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi with three there the following morning.  

Common Sandpiper      Actitis hypoleucos 

Up to five were seen on our two visits to Oued Souss and one was seen on our first visit to Barrage el 

Mansoor Eddahbi, though this sighting was eclipsed by a loose flock of 22 on our second visit there. 

Red Knot      Calidris canutus 

Six were seen in flight only on our second visit to Oued Souss. 

Sanderling       Calidris alba 

We saw one on both our visits to Oued Souss and another at Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi.  
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Little Stint       Calidris minuta 

One or two were seen on our two visits to Oued Souss but an impressive 150 were present at Barrage el 

Mansoor Eddahbi on our first visit with six closer birds on our second. 

Temminck’s Stint      Calidris temminckii 

This was a species that I was hoping for at Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi as the very polluted stream 

looked ideal and we weren’t to be disappointed on our second visit when found two. We may have had 

a third bird as one flew over calling as we got back to the car but it could have been one of the original 

two. 

Curlew Sandpiper     Calidris ferruginea 

We saw 20 on our first visit to Oued Souss and another at Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi. Some were 

coming into their brick-red summer plumage. 

Dunlin        Calidris alpina 

50, some of which were in summer plumage, were present at Oued Souss on both our visits and one 

was seen at Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi. 

Ruff       Philomachus pugnax 

Four were seen at Oued Souss on our first visit there. 

 

Coursers & Pratincoles Glareolidae 
Collared Pratincole     Glareola pratincola 

Five, seen at Oued Souss on our first visit, were a bit of a surprise. 

Cream-coloured Courser     Cursorius cursor 

Two flew across the road and then landed as we travelled towards Boumalne du Dades giving us great 

views. Little did we know that they would prove to be almost the commonest bird at Tagdilt Track 

where we saw in the region of 25 birds, not that you can ever have too many of this delightful species. 
 

Gulls, Terns and Skimmers Laridae 

Slender-billed Gull      Chroicocephalus genei 

We had two flocks totalling 29 birds at Oued Souss, which I believe is a record count for a RBT tour to 

Morocco. 

Black-headed Gull      Chroicocephalus ridibundus 

Up to ten were recorded on both our visits to Oued Souss including one first winter with an all-black 

bill, which I tried desperately to turn into a Bonaparte’s Gull but it wasn’t to be. 

Audouin’s Gull      Ichthyaetus audouinii 

Eight were seen at Oued Souss on our first visit. 

Mediterranean Gull      Ichthyaetus melanocephalus 

On our second visit to Oued Souss a first winter bird flew upstream but unfortunately despite our best 

efforts it remained a leader only bird 

Yellow-legged Gull      Larus michahellis 
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Only recorded at the coast where up to 40 were seen on our two visits to Oued Souss with a few noted 

at Oued Massa. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull     Larus fuscus 

Like the above species, only seen on the coast with up to 40 at Oued Souss on both visits. 

Gull-billed Tern      Gelochelidon nilotica 

Like the above species, only seen on the coast with 100 or more at Oued Souss on our first visit and 40 

on our second. 

Caspian Tern      Hydroprogne caspia 

One was seen at Oued Souss on our first visit with two there on our second visit. 

Lesser Crested Tern     Thalasseus bengalensis 

One was found whilst counting the roosting terns at Oued Souss proving the point that counting birds 

actually helps you to find the oddity, the first I have seen in Morocco. 

Sandwich Tern      Thalasseus sandvicensis 

100 plus were found on both our visits to Oued Souss. 

Little Tern       Sternula albifrons 

15 plus were found on our first visit to Oued Souss with at least eight present on our second, whilst one 

at Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi on our first visit was a leader only bird. 

Common Tern     Sterna hirundo 

Two were seen on our first visit to Oued Souss with five noted the following day. 

Arctic Tern      Sterna paradisaea 

A real bonus bird was found initially roosting with other terns at Oued Souss and then seen flying down 

river, it is I believe the first to be seen on an RBL tour to Morocco. 

Whiskered Tern     Chlidonias hybrida 

A distant bird was picked up in the ‘scope roosting with a Little Tern and some waders but a Peregrine 

disturbed the flock and it couldn’t be relocated so it remained a leader only bird. 

  

Doves & Pigeons Columbidae 

Rock Dove       Columba livia 

Recorded every day in all towns that we passed through with birds in wild plumage noted at Tagdilt 

Track, Todra and Dades Gorges. 

Common Wood-Pigeon     Columba palumbus 

Recorded on five dates in small numbers (less than ten) apart from on our first date when 20 were seen 

as we travelled up the Tiz-n-Test Pass. 

European Turtle Dove     Streptopelia turtur 

Given the dramatic decline of this species in the UK it was refreshing to encounter it in such good 

numbers with up to 100 birds noted daily after day one.  
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Eurasian Collared-Dove     Streptopelia decaocto 

A common resident that was recorded daily in all towns below 6000 feet. 

Laughing Dove      Spilopelia senegalensis 

One or two on three dates but as usual most were seen around Oued Massa where we logged ten. 
 

Cuckoos Cuculidae 

Common Cuckoo     Cucculus canorus 

We had great ‘scope views of two including a calling bird as we travelled up towards Oukaiimeden. 

 

Owls Strigidae 

Little Owl       Athene noctua 

Our confusion over Ait Ourir and Ourika on our first day was fortuitous as it provided us with our only 

sighting of this deceptively cute diurnal species. 

 

Swifts Apodidae 

Alpine Swift       Tachymarptis melba 

A distant bird above Todra Gorge kept disappearing in front of the cliff face and then disappeared 

completely before all of us could connect with it. 

Common Swift     Apus apus 

20 were seen at Oued Souss on our first visit with six seen over Oued Massa the following day. 

Pallid Swift       Apus pallidus 

Recorded daily in towns with up to 20 a day logged. 

Little Swift       Apus affinis 

20 were recorded as we travelled toward Oukaiimeden with up to six noted on two further days at 

various locations. 
  

Rollers Coraciidae 

European Roller      Coracias garrulus 

Four at Tinmal Mosque were unexpected and two more were seen at Oued Massa, excellent views were 

had of all. 
 

Bee-eater Meropidae 

Blue-cheeked Bee-eater    Merops persicus 

Four showed incredibly well at Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi on our second visit. 

European Bee-eater     Merops apiaster 

Our first two were flyovers on our first visit to Oued Souss and on our second visit five showed 

distantly as they hawked insects from overhead wires. 
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Hoopoes Upupidae 

Eurasian Hoopoe      Upupa epops 

Two on the way into Agadir on the second day were leader only birds as we drove past, one was seen 

the following day at Oued Massa but only two of us saw it and another was heard calling there too and 

one was seen by all whilst driving on our way to Boumalne du Dades. Surprisingly scarce on this tour. 
Clements only recognises two species of Hoopoe; Eurasian U. epops and Madagascar U. marginata. One further species, is 

widely recognised namely African U. africana and a 4th is sometimes recognised, West/Central African U. senegalensis. We only 

recorded the nominate Palaearctic form U. e. epops. 

 

    Woodpeckers & Allies Picidae 

Great Spotted Woodpecker     Dendrocopus major 

A male showed very nicely at Ouirgane and Ken had another further up the river and then at our coffee 

stop at Toufliht, we heard another drumming. 

Levaillant’s Woodpecker     Picus vaillantii 

After a good bit of effort we finally managed to see a female on our way up to Oukaiimeden, we heard 

another at the lower end of Tiz-n-Test and heard another calling at Toufliht. A north-west African 

endemic. 
 

Falcons & Caracaras Falconidae 

Eurasian Kestrel      Falco tinnunculus 

Up to six recorded daily throughout the tour from many locations. 
NOTE: Some authorities split including IOC this species into Common Kestrel, F. tinnunculus which we observed (occurring in 

East Africa and the Palaearctic region) and Rock Kestrel, F. rupicolus that occurs in Southern Africa. Clements does not as yet 

recognise these splits.  

Eurasian Hobby     Falco subbuteo 

We saw one overhead at Oued Massa. 

Peregrine Falcon     Falco peregrinus 

Three birds were seen on this tour, all adults at Oued Massa, beyond Taliouine and as we came down 

Tiz-n-Tichka. 
 

Bushshrikes Malaconotidae 

Black-crowned Tchagra     Tchagra senegalus 

One showed very well at Oued Massa and then flew to join a second bird and another was a leader only 

sighting at the upper end of Oued Massa. 
 

Shrikes Laniidae 

Southern Grey Shrike     Lanius meridionalis 

One on day one, as we came into the Souss Valley, was a leader-only bird but there was no need to 

worry for as we drove towards Boumalne du Dades from Agadir we encountered at least ten and got 

good views too and we had another on the road to the Tagdilt Track. All the birds seen were of the 

coastal algeriensis race. 



Trip Report – RBL Morocco - Private Minkoff 2017       20 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

NOTE: This complex, which used to be lumped with Northern Shrike L. excubitor, is being considered for further splitting. These 

splits would include the nominate Southern Grey Shrike, the migrant Steppe Shrike (L. pallidirostris) and Saharan Shrike (L. 

leucopygos) which is the form we recorded in Morocco during our tour. Clements recognises the split from Northern Shrike but 

not the further splits of the Southern Grey Shrike group. Further compounding the confusion the Collins Field Guide lumps 

Southern Grey Shrike with Northern Shrike (Lanius excubitor) but splits off Lanius Meridionalis as a separate species Iberian 

Grey Shrike. There is clearly much work to be done with this group of birds.  

Woodchat Shrike      Lanius senator 

This species was refreshingly common with up to ten, probably more noted on four dates. 
 

Crows, Jays & Magpies Corvidae 

Eurasian Magpie      Pica pica mauritanica  

Common around the Marrakech and Agadir areas where we recorded the species on five dates with a 

peak count of 20 around Agadir. This race, which has a striking area of blue around the eye, is a 

potential split. 

Red-billed Chough      Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 

About 100 were seen on our way up to the ski resort at Oukaiimeden on our first day with more feeding 

in the ski resort itself and three more were seen by Ken at Tiz-n-Tichka. 

Alpine (Yellow-billed) Chough    Pyrrhocorax graculus 

We drove past a feeding flock of Choughs on our way to lunch at Oukaiimeden and it was fortunate 

that I felt the urge to ‘scope two whilst we waited for our lunch to be served. Phew that was a good idea 

for when we went to look for the flock later a football match was taking place right where they were 

feeding and none could be found. 

Northern (Common) Raven    Corvus corax 

At least four were present in Oukaiimeden area. 
 

Tits Paridae 

Coal Tit       Periparus ater 

At least four birds were found as we made our way towards Oukaiimeden and we had another singing 

at Toufliht on our last day. Recent work on this species shows that the Vocalisations of North African 

birds differ significantly from those in Europe and Asia. Watch this space, a potential split? 

African Blue Tit      Cyanistes teneriffae 

About eight birds were seen as we travelled up to Oukaiimeden and two were seen at Oued Massa the 

following day. IOC is currently looking at splitting this species into four, the one we saw and three 

current Canary Island races. Another species to watch. 

Great Tit       Paris major 

One was seen as we travelled to Oukaiimeden, three were seen as we travelled up Tiz-n-Test and 

another was seen at Oued Massa. 

 

Larks Alaudidae 

Greater Hoopoe-Lark     Alaemon alaudipes 
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We had excellent views of this species on the Tagdilt Track with five birds noted including two singing 

birds one of which was displaying. 

Desert Lark       Ammomanes deserti 

This is not really a lark of the sand deserts as they prefer more rocky terrain. So, therefore, we saved 

this bird for our visit to Todra Gorge where after a considerable amount of effort one was finally 

coaxed into view and because of the effort involved and the eventual excellent sighting the event made 

it into the top ten. 

Bar-tailed Lark      Ammomanes cincturus 

This is a true desert loving species and one I didn’t expect to see as we were not going to be in the right 

habitat. Still, expect the unexpected and we were rewarded with not one but three birds on the Tagdilt 

Track, which I think is only the second time that I have seen them there. Another result bird! 

Thekla Lark       Galerida theklae 

This lark is more common at higher levels than Crested Lark and our first was singing above the 

Tinmal Mosque. We then recorded up to ten Tagdilt Track and ten again as we crossed Tiz-n-Tichka. 

Crested Lark      Galerida cristata 

A common & widespread lark except in the higher areas we saw up to 20 of this species on five dates 

mainly whilst travelling. 

Horned (Shore) Lark     Eremophila alepstris 

I was a bit concerned about getting this species in view of the time of the year but we needn’t have 

worried it didn’t take long to find a couple above the Ski slope car park at Oukaiimeden and they gave 

us great views. Another was heard singing at our Ring Ouzel look out. 

Temminck’s Lark      Eremophila bilopha 

The Tagdilt Track is the place to see this species in Morocco and we weren’t disappointed as we logged 

six or more during our time there 

Greater Short-toed Lark     Calandrella brachydactyla 

The first were two chasing each other as we drove towards Ouarzazate but then on the Tagdilt Track 

we had five groups totalling 51 flying north-west, but we never managed to find any on the ground. 

 

Bulbuls Pycnonotidae 

Common Bulbul      Pycnonotus barbatus 

Recorded daily throughout the trip. 
NOTE: Another very confusing polytypic species complex. Several Asian and African forms have already been recognised as 

distinct species within the super-species. Several other forms may be recognised as distinct once genetic analysis and further study 

is completed. 

 

Swallows Hirundinidae 

Sand Martin (Bank Swallow)   Riparia riparia 

Only two were seen at Oued Massa but this is an early migrant so that wasn’t too much of a surprise. 
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Barn Swallow      Hirundo rustica 

Recorded on all dates, generally 20 or less but many hundreds were present at Oued Massa.  

Eurasian Crag-Martin     Ptyonoprogne rupestris 

Our first two were as we dropped down towards Ouarzazate and then small numbers were seen in both 

Todra Gorge and Dades Gorge where we were able to look down on them as they flew past.   

House Martin      Delichon urbicum 

We saw two amongst the many Swallows at Oued Massa, one in the Todra Gorge and five as we had 

lunch at the foot of Tiz-n-Tichka.  

Red-rumped Swallow    Cecropis daurica 

We saw ten on our first day as we travelled towards Oukaiimeden with 20 the following day as we 

went up Tiz-n-Test but thereafter the only other bird was seen at Oued Massa. 

 

Cettia Bush Warblers and allies Cettidae 

Cetti’s Warbler      Cettia cetti 

We heard two singing at Ait Ourir on our first day and many singing at Oued Massa where we got great 

views of one out in the open. This is often a difficult bird to get. 

 

Leaf Warblers and allies Phylloscopidae 

Willow Warbler      Phylloscopus trochilus 

We saw ten and probably many more amongst the many warblers at Oued Massa. 

Common Chiffchaff      Phylloscopus collybita 

Just one was seen but that is not too surprising given that this is one of the first migrants back in 

northern Europe. 
NOTE: Most authorities split; including Clements have split the Chiffchaff complex into 4 full species. The nominate form 

which we recorded is known as Common Chiffchaff P. collybita. 

Western Bonelli’s Warbler    Phylloscopus bonelli 

Just as common as Willow Warbler at Oued Massa and we got some great views of several. 

Wood Warbler      Phylloscopus sibilatrix 

We found our first as we were waiting for our puncture to be repaired on the first day and we found 

another at Oued Massa amongst many other Phylloscopus warblers.  
 

Reed Warblers and allies Cisticolidae 

Reed Warbler     Acrocephalus scirpaceus 

We heard a few singing at Oued Massa and managed very good views of one there. 

Western Olivaceous Warbler   Iduna opaca 

Also known as Isabelline Warbler (in Collins not by IOC) we heard a few singing and saw our first by 

Oued Zat in Ait Ourir, followed by one as when we stopped to check a raptor on the way to Agadir. A 

few were singing at Oued Massa where we saw four.  
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Cisticolas and allies Acrocephalidae 

Zitting Cisticola     Cisticola juncidis 

Our first was heard as we travelled towards Ourika on the first day (leader only) and we saw three near 

the Palace Pools at Oued Souss the following day. On the third day of the tour, we logged ten split 

between Oued Massa and Oued Souss 
 

Sylviid Babblers Sylviidae 

Eurasian Blackcap      Sylvia atricapilla 

We heard a few singing and one outside the Amnougour hotel only showed to the leader but the 

following day we had good looks at a male at Ouirigane. 

Western Orphean Warbler    Sylvia hortensis 

We found two as we neared the car park at Oued Massa, one of which was a male which gave good 

views. 

Tristram’s Warbler      Sylvia deserticol  

We found a very cooperative singing male just below the ski resort at Oukaiimeden, the first time we 

have recorded this species in that area. Needless to say, it showed exceptionally well as my camera was 

in the vehicle. Another species endemic to north-west Africa. 

Common Whitethroat    Sylvia communis 

We saw three at Oued Massa, two of which were males. 

Sardinian Warbler      Sylvia melanocephala 

We recorded this species on four dates and it was probably the commonest warbler on the tour with 20 

or more noted at Oued Massa. 
 

Kinglets Regulidae 

Common Firecrest      Regulus ignicapillus 

We had crippling views of a male at Oukaiimeden and saw two other birds there too. Always a 

favourite on the tour. 
 

Wrens Troglodytidae 

Eurasian Wren      Troglodytes troglodytes 

One seen very well by everyone on the way up to Oukaiimeden with at least one more being seen in 

that area and a few more were heard singing on the way up. 

 

Creepers Certhiidae 

Short-toed Treecreeper     Certhia brachydactyla 

A singing male was seen very well at Oukaiimeden with another singing close by. 
 

Starlings Sturnidae 
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Spotless Starling      Sturnus unicolor 

Up to 20 were seen on four dates around the Marrakech, Agadir and Oued Massa areas. 

 

Thrushes & Allies Turdidae 

Common (Eurasian) Blackbird    Turdus merula 

A common species that was seen daily throughout the tour with many recorded daily. 

Mistle Thrush      Turdus viscivorus 

Two were found at Oukaiimeden where they gave good close views.  

 

Chats, Old World Flycatchers Muscicapidae 

Rufous-tailed Scrub Robin    Cercotrichas galactotes 

We saw at least six at Oued Massa, some of which gave very good views. 

Spotted Flycatcher      Muscicapa striata 

Four jumped out in front of us as we walked Oued Massa. 

European Robin      Erithacus rubecula 

We had great front on views of a singing male during our ascent to Oukaiimeden and we heard a 

couple more singing along that route too. 

Common Nightingale    Luscinia megarhynchos  

This species was a very common singer especially in the dense valley bottoms and after two brief 

views, we had absolutely brilliant views of one in Valle du Roses.  

Black Redstart      Phoenicurus ochruros 

Six were scattered around Oukaiimeden including a very fine male which was sat on a roof as we 

started to descend. 

Moussier’s Redstart      Phoenicurus moussieri 

This beautiful north-west African endemic was first seen as we started our climb to Oukaiimeden 

where we found an obliging male after which we saw about ten during the day. A male as we went up 

Tiz-n-Test was a leader only bird but the following day at Oued Massa another ten or so were seen. 

Blue Rock-Thrush      Monticola solitarius 

We saw six (five males) on our first day as we travelled up to Oukaiimeden and a male was seen from 

the vehicle as we approached Ouarzazate. A female was seen at lose quarters in Todra Gorge with 

further males located in Dades Gorge. 

Whinchat       Saxicola rubetra 

Two were found at Oued Massa but both proved to be leader only birds, two more were seen as we 

travelled towards Ouarzazate and another was seen at Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi on our final 

morning. 

European (Common) Stonechat    Saxicola rubicola 
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We saw six at least of these smart looking (well at least the male is) chats on the day we visited Oued 

Massa.  

Northern Wheatear      Oenanthe oenanthe 

Our first was seen at Oued Massa after which we saw up to four at Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi and on 

the Tagdilt Track. 

Northern Wheatear      Oenanthe oenanthe seebohmi 

We found four males of the North African race, known as Seebohm’s Wheatear above the ski lifts at 

Oukaiimeden 

Desert Wheatear      Oenanthe deserti 

We found a female as we travelled towards Ouarzazate but the following day at the Tagdilt Track this 

species proved to be one of the commonest species with at least ten being logged. 

Black-eared Wheatear     Oenanthe hispanica 

At least six males were found in the Oued Massa area, two were seen whilst travelling towards 

Ouarzazate the following day and a female was found at Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi on our last 

morning. 

Red-rumped Wheatear     Oenanthe moesta 

Our first birds were six males and a female as we travelled towards Ouarzazate and then as expected 

this was one of the first birds we saw on our morning trip to the Tagdilt Track where our eventual tally 

for the day was about 20. One of the commonest birds to be seen at Tagdilt and usually one of the first 

three species to be recorded there. 

Black Wheatear      Oenanthe leucura 

Unlike the next species, this species favours higher altitudes and as we spent quite a bit of time at 

altitude it's hardly surprising that we logged up to six on five dates during the tour at amongst other 

places Oukaiimeden, Dades Gorge, Tiz-n-Test and Tiz–n-Tichka pass. 

White-crowned Black Wheatear    Oenanthe leucopyga 

This is the common Wheatear of the lowland desert areas and we recorded the species on our last three 

days with ten logged as we drove towards Boumalne du Dades after which two were seen on our last 

two dates whilst travelling. This species is very often found in close proximity to dwellings.  
 

Dippers Cinclidae 

White-throated Dipper     Cinclus cinclus 

One was seen well on the stream below the dam at Oukaiimeden at our regular stakeout. It was one of 

the tour highlights for Ken if I remember rightly. 
 

Old World Sparrows Passeridae 

House Sparrow      Passer domesticus 

As to be expected a common species that was seen on all dates during the tour. 

Spanish Sparrow      Passer hispaniolensis 



Trip Report – RBL Morocco - Private Minkoff 2017       26 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Several small flocks totalling 20 or so birds as we drove along the road to the south on Taroudant on 

the way to Touilimine.   

Rock Petronia      Petronia petronia 

Another of the high altitude species that I thought might be difficult to find, but no three duly obliged 

by sitting out on a rock just before the entrance to Oukaiimeden. 
 

Wagtails & Pipits Motacillidae 

Yellow Wagtail      Motacilla flava 

Our first birds were seen at Ait Ourir after which birds were seen daily in ones and twos apart from at 

Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi where we saw 30 on both of our visits. All birds were of the iberiae race. 

Grey Wagtail      Motacilla cinerea 

Our first was at Ait Ourir with another along the road to Oukaiimeden, then singletons were seen or 

heard at Ourika (below our hotel), Tiz-n-Test and at Todra Gorge. 

White Wagtail      Motacilla alba 

Two were seen at Oued Souss on our first visit with ten the following day split between Oued Massa 

and Oued Souss. Ten were also logged on our first visit to Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi. 

Moroccan Wagtail     Motacilla alba subpersonata 

We found two at Oued Souss near the Palace Pools and another at Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi on our 

first visit with three seen there on our last morning. 

Tawny Pipit       Anthus campestris 

One was a nice discovery near the rubbish tip on the Tagdilt Track. 

Tree Pipit       Anthus trivialis 

After several flyovers only one of which was seen at Oued Massa it was nice to get one on the ground 

and close at Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi, especially as it was near to the next species so the calls could 

be compared (by me at least). 

Red-throated Pipit      Anthus cervinus 

After a couple of suspected birds uttering just single calls eventually two, including a nice brick-red 

throated male, showed really well on our last morning at Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi. 

 

Siskins, Crossbills & Allies Fringillidae 

Common Chaffinch      Fringilla coelebs 

We recorded this species daily in small numbers with a maximum of 20 logged on our first day as we 

travelled up towards Oukaiimeden. All the birds we recorded were of the green-backed African race. 

Hawfinch       Coccothraustes coccothraustes 

I alone saw one disappearing from a tree as we waited for our puncture to be repaired but not to worry 

we have a very good standby site at Ouirgane, where we have seen this species a few times, so no 

problem! Except that we visit that site in late winter, would they still be there? As it happened they 
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were and we soon found a pair, which stayed around long enough for Ken to see them upon his return 

from his wanderings upstream, which was a relief as they were the only ones we saw. 

Crimson-winged Finch     Rhodopechys alienus 

The third of the three high altitude species that I thought might have caused us a headache and indeed 

when we arrived at Oukaiimeden ski lifts there was no sign. As we were walking up a side valley away 

from the ski lifts a local kindly told us that he had seen three of the “red-winged Finches” just an hour 

previously in the area of the ski lifts which prompted a swift return and where we quickly collected two 

male and a female feeding like a few birds on this tour in disgorged rubbish. 

IOC splits this species from the Asiatic form giving African Crimson Winged Finch the scientific name 

Rhodopechys alienus. This split is as yet not recognised by Clements. 

Trumpeter Finch      Rhodopechys githagineus 

After several false starts as we flushed likely suspects from the roadside whilst travelling towards 

Ouarzazate yet another abrupt stop, this time for a possible Mourning Wheatear (which wasn’t) 

produced about ten birds which showed incredibly well. 

European Greenfinch     Chloris chloris 

Up to six were seen during the first four days of the tour including some fine adult males. This really is 

an under-rated bird, for males of the north-west African race vanmarli are very bright. 

Common Linnet      Linaria cannabina 

Ten or more were seen at Oued Massa and whilst the others were partaking of more retail therapy at the 

Argan ladies cooperative one was a leader only bird. 

Red Crossbill      Loxia curvirostra 

This species is unpredictable and I certainly never expected our first bird, an immature male, to pop up 

beside Oued Zat at Ait Ourir. Our second sighting was just as unexpected when a male perched for 

several minutes in a Poplar Tree at Ouirgane. More in keeping with expectations was a female that 

perched up for a few minutes unfortunately just as Ken decided to go missing. It did subsequently fly 

around calling but the others couldn’t pick it up against the clouds. Still, three records were quite 

acceptable. 

European Goldfinch     Carduelis carduelis 

This gorgeous species was encountered on our first three days at random sites apart from two at Oued 

Massa, which is a regular location for this species. 

European Serin      Serinus serinus 

Small numbers up to ten a day were logged on five days during the tour. Birds could often be heard 

singing at roadside stops.  

 

Buntings Emberizidae 

Corn Bunting      Emberiza calandra 

Our first was seen singing on the same wire as our Little Owl near Ait Ourir and as usual, Oued Massa 

provided us with a couple of sightings. Birds were also heard singing as we drove along the road to the 

south of Taroudant. 
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Rock Bunting      Emberiza cia 

Whilst we were watching the Tristram’s Warbler on the way down from Oukaiimeden one popped into 

view and showed quite well and one the following day was flushed from the road as we drove up Tiz-

n-Test, although that was a leader only bird. The main areas that we would normally see this species 

are Todra and Dades Gorges but by then we had reverted to tourist mode. 

Cirl Bunting       Emberiza cirlus 

A found three singing males on the three consecutive days at the start of the tour, on the road up to 

Oukaiimeden, whilst travelling towards Agadir and at Oued Massa and another male was heard singing 

at the Argan ladies stop. 

House Bunting      Emberiza sahari 

This species was recorded on all dates in small numbers and was commonly heard singing in pretty 

much every town and village we passed through. Indeed I even had one in the airport on departure day. 

 

Annotated List of Mammals Recorded 
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows J. Kingdom The Kingdon Field guide to African Mammals (1997) 

Academic Press. 

 

Ground Squirrels Rodentia 

Barbary Ground-Squirrel     Alantocerus getulus 

We saw our first at Oukaiimeden and another the following day in Tiz-n-Test and then as we drove 

towards Ouarzazate we found another four. 

 

True Mice and Rats Gerbils, Spiny Mice, Crested Rat Muridae 

North African Gerbil     Psammomys obesis 

Also known as Fat Sand Rat we saw at least ten at the Tagdilt Track and this trip they were not their 

usual nervous selves. 
 

Mongooses Herpestidae 

Egyptian Mongoose      Herpestes ichneumon 

One was seen quite well as it ran up a steep slope as we drove up Tiz-n-Test. 
 

 Cattle, Antelopes, Sheep, Goats Bovidae 

Aoudad (Barbary Sheep)     Ammotragus lervia 

Following on from our success on our earlier tour this year, at last, I had an idea where I might find this 

elusive species. Not having great expectations we stopped at the right place and scanned the high ridge 

and wow one was stood right on a pinnacle of rock just as you imagine they would look like. I couldn’t 

believe our luck and careful scrutiny of the ridge revealed three more of these magnificent beasts. 
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Annotated List of Reptiles Recorded 

Mediterranean Turtle    Maureemys leprosa 

We found 15 at Oued Massa and more at Barrage el Mansoor Eddahbi.  

European Fringe-fingered Lizard   Acanthodactylus erythrurus 

We found several at Oued Massa, which were subsequently identified from photographs. 

Common Chameleon    Chamaeleo chameleon 

One was seen at Ouirigan but unfortunately, it was inaccessible for a photograph. 
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